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THE BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. 


The Sudaj Sckool StrvUfc 

' A. D. ON AO«T . 

June SWA, 1884. 
Be* lew of Second Quarter. 
Introduction. 

The lessons of tbis quarter are immensely 
practical. Paul is the prominent character 
brought out iu these lessons. His life and 
labors have been tbe study for the last three 
months, and now we are to have a brief re- 
view of the doctrines and duties taught din- 
ing this time. Tliese reviews can and should 
be made the most interesting lessons. It is 
useless to attempt to bring out all tbe truths 
taught in i hi'*- twelve lessons in tbe time al- 
lotted for one session. Generally one hour is 
devoted to Sabbath school work each week. 
One half of this in taken up in devotional ser- 
vice*, and business matters, so that but one 
half hour can be sixmt on the lesson. Now 
there are twelve lessons, aud this would allow 
little more than foiu- minutes to a lesson. In- 
stead of attempting to review every lesson, 
the DlilHuillUilnliilll should write the most im- 
portant truths on t be board and then ask 
questions on each of them, or instruct teach- 
ers at Bible-class and let them ask the ques- 
tions. Sometimes a central truth runs through 
all these lessons, as in the first quarter of the 
year, the spread and growth of Christianity. 
Christian doctrine aud duties i> the general 
topic for this ipiai l«r. Let the Superintend- 
ent write on the beard first Christ inn Doctrine, 
and under it all the titles of the lessons that 
are doctrinal, thus : 

1 Christian Doctrine. 

1 . Paul's Third missionary journey, — Les- 
son 1. 

a. Appolos preaches to the Ephesians, 
knowing only the baptism of John. — The re- 
sult, 

b. Paul preaches christian baptism. Lay- 
ing on of hands and reception of Holy Ghost, 

Question*: Difference between Appolos' 
;ii ul Paul's baptism V Tbe result of only 
preach ing part of the truth r" 

2. Paul's Preaching. Lesson 3. 

a. Christ is the theme for every preacher. 

b. To the Jew the cross is a stumbling- 
block. 

e. To the Greek foolishness. 

d. To the world's jiower it is feebleness, 
but to every believer it is the power of God. 

(Questions : Wliy did tbe Jew reject the 
Gospel I (Ans. Lack of power.) Why did 
the Greek reject the Gospel V (Ans. Lack 
of wisdom.) &c, &c. 


b. All debts must be paid, but tbe debt of 
love is always due. 

The whole may be summed up thus : All 
are re luced to the same level, in that they 
stand guilty before God. This universality 
of sin necessitates a Gospel of universal 

fraee, and such a gospel we have in the New 
estament. On the basis of universal guilt, 
is reared the" edifice of justification by faith. 
The preaching of this Gospel arouses the pre- 
judice oi those who claim to be the favored 
of God's people. Obedience to this Gospel 
secures for man the highest good, and leads 
men and women to perform every duty they 
owe to their fellow men. 


I had hoped to hear from someof our bivtb 
leu through this column, on the methods of 
teaching and Sunday school work in general. 
All things around us are progressing, but 
there seems to lx> a lull in Sabbath school 
work. Teachers become indifferent and there 
is a general lack of interest. If our churches 
are to be supplied by the bovs and girls of 
the Sunday School, then teachers and super- 
intendents must observe the following : 

1. He must lie converted himself; for no 
one can make clear to another what he does 
not understand himself, and many truths of 
the Bible can be understood only by the con- 
verted, 

2. The teacher must make teaching astwty. 
Not only study tbe lesson, but study hew to 
teach. A great responsibility rests on tbe 
Sunday school teacher, and if he at all feels 
this responsibility, he will lie careful \ohat he 
teaches. 

3. If there is a Bible class, every teacher 
should attend it. It. often happens that one 
teacher teaches one thing, aud another some- 
thing else. A teachers 1 meeting will secure a 
uniform system of teaching. 

4. He must be regular in attendance. Much 
has been said on this, yet to-day many teach- 
ers know not the importance of it. 

5. He must bejm»n;>r. Much of the eon- 
fusion could be avoided, if teachers would lie 
present on time. Promptness is essential in 
every business. 

mm »i« *■ 
From California. 

We left Ogden, Sutiday, May 11th, about 
ten o'clock, P. ML, and by moonlight swept 
away northward and westward around the 
head. of the great Salt Lake- I made an effort 
to get a view of the take, and I did, but it was 
1 unsatisfactory 


3. Christian Love, — Lesson 5, 

a. Superiority of love over all other virtues 

b. Its manifestation in actual life. 
e. Its durability. It will never fail. 

4. Victory over death. — Lesson li. 

a. Death conquered through Christ. 

b. The change at the resurrection. 

c. The certainty of the resnrreotion, a mo- 
tive for steadfastness. 

5. Christian Liberty. — lesson 0. 
a. Christ has fi-ecd us for ever. 

(1) The service of slavish fear. 

(2 ) The bondage of Mosaic law. 

(3) II u i nan slavery. 

' (4) Traditions, customs, usages and super- 
stition. 

0. Justification by Faith. — Lesson 10. 

a, All men are guilty before God, and none 
haye whereof to boast 

b. Obedience to none but to Christ is the 
condition of justi tieaii. >n. 

c Works, as tbe term is used by St. James, 
and Faith as used by St. Paul are insepara- 
ble. - 

7. Blessedness of Believers. — Lesson 11. 

a. God controls all things for the ultimate 
good of those who love him. 

b. God gave his Son to save man, and he 
will not withhold anything that may be nec- 
essary to accomplish this end. 

II, Christian Duty. 

1. Paul at Ephcsus. — Lesson 2. 

a. He is driven out of the synagogue. 

b. He is duty .bound to preach, aud so he 
preaches in a school house. 

c. Sacrifice must follow every true conver- 
sion, They burned their books, etc. 

2. Abstinence for Sake of Others. — Les- 
son 4, '*• 

a. We should abstain from all evil, not only 
for our own sake, but for others also. 

3. The Uproar; at Epheaus. — Lesson 7. 

a, (,'ovetousuess is an enemv to christian- 
ity. 

b. Religious zeal is often made a cloak to 
COTer selfishness. 

e. The preaching of the Gospel makes a 

•tir. -, 
i 4. Liberal Giving.— 'Lesson 8. 

a. To give liberally is a duty as binding as 
jtyrayer. '.''"*"*" '".,. _ 

b. The regard: of giving depends pa tbe 
spirit of the gi vec. 

5. Obedience to Law. — Lesson 12, 
a. It is a christian duty to obey tbe laws of 
the land. 


rather imperfect and unsatisfactory, and so I 
concluded to get a little sleep. Next morn- 
ing, however, from a point near Kelton, we 
had a pleasing view of the lake towai*d the 
south-cast. We thought of Salt Lake City, 
of its corruptions and abominations, but soon 
became interested in the sceneiy along the 
way. We sped over sage brush and grease 
wood plains, with buttes and mountain 
ranges on our right and left. It might be in- 
teresting to such as admire such scenery — 
to have a pen picture as we pass along; but 
circumstances forbid it at this time. I will 
only say that in some places the surroundings 
were barren and dreary, in other a little more 
life-like and pleasant, often beautiful and 
sometimes sublime ; but it was not until we 
had passed through Utah and well-nigh 
through Nevada, that we came to where we 
thought there was a chance for an honest 
white man to live comfortably. Yet, no doubt 
some such are living well along the way. 

On Wednesday we crossed the Sierra Ne- 
vada mountains. The scenery was grand ; 
snow was abundant and more falling; but 
for nearly half a day we were constantly an- 
noyed with snow sheds. These are a necessity 
in the winter and were built at an enormous 
expense ; but at this season of the year the 
tourist would rather do without them. But 
we progressed steadily and reached Sacramen- 
to about 10 P. M. We could not see much, 
but could not. close our eyes to the fact that 
we were in a splendid- city. We found com- 
fortable lodgings at the New Western hotel 
and next morning look the Overland train to 
Lathrop. * Surroundings were changed. We 
were in the extensive and fertile Sacramento 
and San Joaquin valleys. Far as the eye 
could reach, it was wheat and barlcv, then 
barley and wheat, some alfalfa, a tittle corn, 
numerous vineyards- and a few orchards. 
Among tbe many pleasant sights are the nu- 
merous windmills seen all along the way, 
from one to a dozen or more on a ranch, or 
farm. These give a lively appearance to the 
country, and one instinctively wortders what 
is done with alt this water. - It is used for 
stock and in Irrigating gardens and vineyards. 
The - yearly rainfall tn these Valleys is not 
very heavy, but there is usually enough to 
make' good crops. This yeaf the crop -is un- 
usually good, and tbe- quantity of wheat rais- 


lieve it, come and see for yourself, and be sat- 
isfied. In some places they have commenced 
to harvest, and everywhere they are preparing 
for a few month's seige. Their machinery is 
peculiar and on an extensive scale. Think of 
a few going out with a combined harvester 
and thresher, and cutting threshing and sack- 
ing from 20 to 30 acres a day, and doing it 
for weeks in succession. That is how they 
do it here. It is simply impossible to describe 
it, and I shall not attempt it. 

We have now been here nearly a month, 
and are pleased with the country, the climate 
and the society. I have preached at New 
Jerusalem and Lathrop, in this (San Joaquin) 
county , Marsh Creek, Contra Costa county , 
and at Chaparral in Calaveras county. My 
wife aud I spent a few days iu Sacramento 
City, the capital of the State, and had five 
meetings there. On the first instant four 
were baptized — Sister Zuver and her two 
daughters and little son. One of the daught- 
ers, about thirteen years of age, is deaf and 
dumb ; but she was carefully taught by her 
mother aud wanted to be baptized. The little 
boy was probably nine or ten, but he said he 
did not want to be on the other side. This 
was the first preaching by the Brethren in this 
city. There are now nine members, and it is 
to be hoped that the day is not far distant 
when we may have a flourishing church there. 
There is a great harvest here in California, 
and the laborers are comparatively few ; but 
I think there is a good prospect before us. 
Some things seem a little discouraging, but 
as there is no division, we hope to get along 
pleasantly and successfully. 

Among the efficient workers are Elders 
George and John P. Wolfe, Tbe former is 
tbe pioneer of the Brethren in California. He 
is getting old, but he retains all his interest 
in the good cause. His extensive and varied 
experience qualify him for great usefulness, 
and we hope he may l>c siwired many years to 
give us counsel and to labor in the vineyard. 
Brother John is also au able, active minister, 
and is doing good work. Besides these I 
have met Elder S. II. Broadhcrst, and Walter 
Meyers, both of Calaveras county. They 
have rendered good service and are compe- 
tent to render more ; but at this time they 
have some trouble and discouragements so 
that their usefulness is crippled. I hope that 
cloud may soon remove, and that they may 
both resume their labors in earnest. 

We do not expect to do more than keep up 
the regular services at the different points un- 
til after harvest. The membership in Califor- 
nia seems to be much scattered and there is a 
great deal of moving from place to place. 
More soon. Fraternally, 

J. W. Bbeb. 

Lathrojy, Cat, Jam 20, ISM. 


gressives don't need to be ashamed of such 
marks. 

We are not to regard men as destitute of 
grace because they are imperfect in knowl- 
edge. The heart may be right while in many 
things the head is wrong. This accounts for 
the inconsistencies of good men. In their 
ignorance they sometimes fly from one ex- 
treme to another. But this arises not from 
corrupt affections of the heart, but from im- 
perfect knowledge in the understanding. 
Now, in many things we .see through a glass 
darkly, and know but in part. This should 
lead us to be charitable in our judgment of 
men, and although we may not be able to ap- 
prove their acts, we should not, without suffi- 
cient reason, call in question the correctness 
of their motives. 

Sabbath schools should be heartily support- 
ed. 

"Be pitiful ; be courteous, be kind." 

W. J. II. Baitm an. 

Morrill, Kane. 


Answer. 

A short answer to A. R. D., in Brethren's 
Evangelist No. 21 , present volume. To sin 
against the Holy Ghost is to deny the power 
by which Christ did the miracles he aid, or 
to say or believe that he did them by the 
] si wer of the devil, instead of the power of 
God which is the Holy Ghost. Plsase read 
Mark 3 : 22— 30 inclusive. Verse 30 reads 
thus : "Because they said He hath an unclean 
spirit. S. H. Rife. 

New Lebanon, O. 

TBI MASTER'S TOUCH. 
In the still Mir the music lies unheard ; 
In the rough marble beauty hides unseen : 
To make the music and the beauty, needs 
Tbe master's touch, tbe sculptor's chisel keen. 

Great Master, touch us with tby skillful band ; 
Let not the music that 1b in us die 1 

(iff at Sculptor, hew uni] polish us: nor let, 
Hidden and lost, thy form wit b hi us llet 

Spare not the itroke I do with us as thou wilt ! 
1 *i there be nought unfinished, broken, marred ; 
Complete thy purpose, that we may become 
Thy perfect image, thou our God and Lord ! 

— Bonar, 
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Trans-Missouri Flashes, 

Joy prevails ; the drouth is succeeded by 
refreshing showers. 

A large assembly had convened at the Po- 
nyereek lovefeast, held by the "Brethren" on 
the 7th instant. The exercises had just com- 
menced when the crowd dispersed on account 
of approaching rain. About fifty communed. 
Why so many sat ! wk we are unable to tell. 
.So far as we know all is peaceable in the 
elmreh here. Elder Jos. Michael, of Douglas 
county, Kansas, was with us. He edifyed us 
much. 

We need a revival here.' Yes we greatly 
need it. 

Wish some one would write an essay. A 
pointed one, on Christian culture and civiliza- 
tion. Perhaps it would have a tendency to 
influence some parties to show more respect 
near by or in the house of worship. Will 
brother J. H. Worst respond. 

Some folks are smart they know it, too, and 
want other people to find it out. Is that tbe 
reason they misbehave so much near by or in 
the house of God ? 

It is very rude to stand outside the bouse 
of worship until the services have fairly com- 
menced, and then come uncouthly tramping 
in, to the annoyance of those interested in 
worship. It is the worst kind of trampism. 
If tbe "shoe pinches" church membcre, let 
them be more guarded in the future. 

The dignity of silence is . preferable to loose 
gossip. "Keep thy foot when thou goest in- 
the house of the Lord." Our judgment is 
that that means "Hats off" when we enter the 
house of worship. 

Secular matters should be left at home when 
we go to meeting. 

The sensation of sleepiness must be very 
unpleasant where we have a desire to hear the 
preacher, and in fact when we ought to hear 
him. 

"In Christ Jesus there is neither male or 

female.' 1 That met -was exemplified at our 

ed here ia simply astonishing, h is nothing j late communion. The sisters broke bread 

unusual for a farmer to have 600 ov 1000 and passed the eup themselves. Mark that 


acres of wheat ; many have much more ; and 
occasionally one is found who has from 20,- 
000 to 60,000 acres. Well, if you don't be- 


as one of the fruits of "Progression." Making 
the holy loss a mere matter of form was also 
dispersed with. Tally another mark. Pro- 


Items of Ioterest , 

Massachusetts has 80,000 more women 
than men. 

As long as Christ sits at tbe right hand of 
God we shall also be lords and masters over 
sin, death, devils, and all things. 

Experience shows that success is due less 
to ability than to zeal. The winner is he 
who gives himself to the work, body and 
soul. 

Faith, though weak, is still faith ; a glim- 
mering taper, if not a glowing torch ; but the 
taper may give light as truly as the torch, 
though not so brightly. — H. Mailer. 

Wickedness may well be compared to a 
bottomless pit, into which it is easier to keep 
one's self from falling, than, being fallen, to 
give one's self any stay from falling infinite* 

iy. 

Some have doubted whether there will be 
recognition in heaven. There ia no room for 
doubt, for it is called, "my Father's house ;" 
and shall not the family be known to each 
other ? 

The most censorious are generally the least 
judicious, who having nothing to reccommend , 
themselves, will be finding mult with others. 
No man envies tbe merit of others who has 
enough of his own. 

To tell our own secrets is generally folly, 
but that folly is without guilt ; to commun- 
icate t hose with which we are intrusted is al - 
ways treachery, and treachery for the most 
part combined with folly. 

If yon have great talents industry will im- 
prove them ; if moderate abilities industry 
will supply their deficiency. Nothing is de- 
nied to well directed labor. Nothing is ever 
to be attained without it. 

True repentance consists in the heart, being 
broken for sin and broken from sin. Some 
often repent but never reform ; they resemble 
a man traveling in a dangerous path, who 
frequently starts and stops, but never turns 
aside, 

. Many things in the coarse of human life are 
grievous for want of rightly pondering the 
troth : that if we needed ^bem not, we would 
hardly meet with them, and if we do not need 
them, we ought not to wish an exemption 
from them. 

There ia no virtue that adds so noble a 
charm to tbe finest traits of beauty as that 
which exerts Itself in watching over tbe tran- 
quility of an aged parent. There are do tears 
that give to rich and sweet a lustre to the 
cheek of innocence as the tears of filial sor- 
row. 
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